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One of the most often performed works of all time, George Frederic Handel’s Water Music has achieved
legendary status. Handel brilliantly combined French and Italian styles into two suites. Water Music was
composed for a royal outing down the Thames river. The players performed on a barge floating along this
river and played continuously. The original instrumentation was for a wind band composed of oboes,
bassoons, trumpets, horns and timpani. Almost all modern performances of this work include string parts
which were added later by the composer.

Four movements have been taken from Water Music and arranged here: Allegro, Air, Allegro Maestoso and
Allegro (Alla Hornpipe).
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