... Strong to Save

William Whiting
Arranged by James L. Tully

The song known to the United States Navy as the "Navy Hymn," is a musical benediction with original
words written as a hymn by a schoolmaster and clergyman of the Church of England, the Rev. William
Whiting and called Eternal Father, Strong to Save". In the following year, 1861, the words were adapted to
music by another English clergyman, the Rev. John B. Dykes, who had originally written the music as
Melita (ancient name for the Mediterranean island of Malta). In 1879 in the United States, Rear Adm.
Charles Jackson Train, a United States Naval Academy graduate, was stationed at the Academy in charge of
the Midshipman Choir. In that year, he inaugurated the present practice of concluding each Sunday's Divine
Services at the Academy with the singing of the first verse of this hymn.

This arrangement, for saxophone and piano, opens in a contemplative mood and moves through peaceful,
mournful, and majestic emotions. Always intending to pay respects to the original material and the tradition
of which it has become so intertwined, ...Strong to Save seeks to inspire both the players and listeners.
Eternal Father, Strong to Save is the foundational material interspersed with original and borrowed material,
ending in the same contemplative mood as the opening.
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