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ISBN: 9781554726714
CATALOG NUMBER: SS2717

COST: $6.00
DURATION: 1:05

DIFFICULTY RATING:Easy-Medium
Alto Saxophone and Keyboard

www.enpmusic.com

Glen Gillis

 Nicole’s Aria was written in 2002 for Nicole Elizabeth Gillis, daughter of the composer.  The piano 
accompaniment was edited by the composer’s mother, Thelma Gillis.  The piece is modal, based on an 
aeolian scale, sometimes referred to as a natural or pure minor scale.  The composer wrote in a minor mode 
trying to fill the void of minor-keyed songs for this age as most children’s songs are in major keys.  Students
are encouraged to practice the aeolian scale (B to B in the key of D for alto saxophone) both ascending and 
descending to hear the tonal flavour.

 The work is an easy level alto saxophone and piano composition in binary form (AB) and cast in the Aeolian
mode with repeated themes (intro at measure 1, A section at letter A, bridge at measures 20-21, B section at 
letter C).  Students are encouraged to practice in a legato style and sing through the instrument, paying close
attention to the dynamic and articulation markings.  Students may listen to Dr. Gillis perform Nicole’s Aria 
accompanied by Thelma Gillis on piano, and/or play along with the piano accompaniment alone; both 
recordings can be found at:

www.usask.ca/music/faculty_staff/faculty/gillis.html
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