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Gabriel Fauré

Gabriel Fauré (1845-1924) was a noted French composer, teacher, administrator, organist and choirmaster.
Principally known today for his art songs, piano music and Requiem, Fauré's compositions show a subtle
beauty and love of melodic line. He composed two test pieces for flute, for the famous annual graduation
examination called the "Concours" (or competition), at the Paris Conservatoire. A companion to the longer
and better-known Fantasie, this short work was a sight-reading test, and was completed on the Bastille Day
holiday in 1898.

In making this arrangement for clarinet, the key has been moved to one that keeps the instrument in a
comfortably-centered range; this music should not sound strained or hard to play! The clarinetist is
encouraged to think at all times of music as 'sound in motion', and to add subtle phrase-shaping. To this end,
the editor has included additional marks of expression to those found in the manuscript.

It should be noted that the dynamic markings for the clarinet and piano are not always the same, to best help
projection of the melodic line. It is further suggested that the piano lid be on short stick rather than fully
open, to aid the balance. The clarinetist is exhorted to strive for a warm, focussed and clear sound-quality at
all dynamics, and for the utmost smooth legato connection and flow, including across the break. While 'forte'
is present in a few places, this dynamic should be considered in context, so that these areas remain lyrical and
singing in character.PREVIEW ONLY
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