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Flute 1/Piccolo - 4
Flute 2 - 4
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Bassoon 1,2 - 2
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Percussion 1 (Snare Drum) - 1
Percussion 2 (Suspended Cymbal, Crash Cymbals) - 1
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Now the Morning 1s Begun

Donald Coakley

Now The Morning Is Begun was commissioned to celebrate the 150th anniversary of St. Michael's College School, a
private Catholic high school for boys in Toronto, Ontario, Canada. The work is constructed around two hymn tunes
that have played a major role in the life of the school, the "Hymn To St. Michael", and "Michael, Prince Of All The
Angels". The latter is the hymn in current use at the school, and it is from it's verses that the title for this composition
was drawn.

St. Michael's College School was founded in 1852 by the Basilican Fathers. The school educates it's students within the
Catholic academic tradition. This tradition uses modern means of research and current academic resources, in
conjunction with the teachings of the Church and the Scriptures. The school understands that truth is one; there is no
necessary conflict between Faith and reason. The school's motto, "Teach Me Goodness, Discipline and Knowledge",
sums up it's commitment to it's students.

The opening bars should be strong, with careful attention paid to the accents. At bar 14, the brass playing should be
broad, with a resonant full sound that is carefully balanced, so all the middle and lower parts are heard, along with the
upper parts.

From bars 46 to 57, the playing should be very sustained. The chordal material throughout this section must be held
for it's full value, to provide a sustained cushion of sound for the melodic material. Carefully balance the fugal section
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statement of the hymn tune, "Michael, Prince Of All The Angels". This section should be played with a full, rich
sound. The moving line in the woodwinds and French horns, sounded against the hymn tune played by the brass and
low winds, should be executed in a very connected, flowing manner.

At bar 120, balance the fanfare like figure in the alto saxophones, and French horns, so it does not overpower the
melody in the first flutes, and first clarinets, and the counterpoint in the second flutes, oboes, and second clarinet.

Donald Coakley studied at the Crane School of Music at the State University of New York in Potsdam, New York, the School of
Music at Temple University and the Philadelphia Conservatory of Music. While studying at the Conservatory, he was a
composition student of Vincent Persichetti and studied trombone with Henry Charles Smith, principal trombone of the Philadelphia
Orchestra. Following graduate school, he taught at Cardinal Dougherty High School in Philadelphia, and also served as conductor
of the Camden Choral Arts Society in Camden, New Jersey. After a successful tenure at Cardinal Dougherty, Coakley joined the
faculty of the School of Music at Temple University.

In the early 1970s, Coakley was invited to join the Music Department of the Scarborough School System, becoming Assistant
Coordinator of Music shortly thereafter. As such, he was responsible for the elementary instrumental music program in
Scarborough. He also headed the instrumental wing at the Scarborough Music Camps, and founded the Scarborough Schools
Symphony Orchestra as well as overseeing four other All-City instrumental ensembles.

Donald Coakley has written successfully for school, university and professional groups. He is a member of the Canadian League
of Composers and an Associate Composer with the Canadian Music Centre. In 1977, Coakley received the Distinguished Service
to Education Award from the State University of New York; and in 1995 he received the Anson Taylor Award for excellence in
teaching from the Scarborough Board of Education.

ISBN: 9781554726912 COST: $62.00 DIFFICULTY RATING: GRADE 3
CATALOG NUMBER: CB2487 DURATION: 5:00 Concert Band
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NOW THE MORNING IS BEGUN

Commissioned by and dedicated to St. Michael's College School Senior Concert Band Paul Pietrkiewicz, Conductor
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