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Donald Coakley

Now The Morning Is Begun was commissioned to celebrate the 150th anniversary of St. Michael's College School, a 
private Catholic high school for boys in Toronto, Ontario, Canada.  The work is constructed around two hymn tunes 
that have played a major role in the life of the school, the "Hymn To St. Michael", and "Michael, Prince Of All The 
Angels".  The latter is the hymn in current use at the school, and it is from it's verses that the title for this composition
was drawn.

St. Michael's College School was founded in 1852 by the Basilican Fathers. The school educates it's students within the
Catholic academic tradition. This tradition uses modern means of research and current academic resources, in 
conjunction with the teachings of the Church and the Scriptures.  The school understands that truth is one; there is no 
necessary conflict between Faith and reason. The school's motto, "Teach Me Goodness, Discipline and Knowledge", 
sums up it's commitment to it's students.

The opening bars should be strong, with careful attention paid to the accents.  At bar 14, the brass playing should be 
broad, with a resonant full sound that is carefully balanced, so all the middle and lower parts are heard, along with the 
upper parts.

From bars 46 to 57, the playing should be very sustained.  The chordal material throughout this section must be held 
for it's full value, to provide a sustained cushion of sound for the melodic material.  Carefully balance the fugal section
that begins at bar 57, so that all the voices are heard.  As well, at bar 92, make sure that all the parts in the flutes and 
oboes are heard.  The playing here should have a strong legato interpretation.

Pay careful attention to the long crescendo that begins at bar 104 and culminates at the modulation, and final full 
statement of the hymn tune, "Michael, Prince Of All The Angels".  This section should be played with a full, rich 
sound.  The moving line in the woodwinds and French horns, sounded against the hymn tune played by the brass and 
low winds, should be executed in a very connected, flowing manner.

At bar 120, balance the fanfare like figure in the alto saxophones, and French horns, so it does not overpower the 
melody in the first flutes, and first clarinets, and the counterpoint in the second flutes, oboes, and second clarinet.
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ṗ ˙
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