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King Arthur’s Ride

Samuel VanderWoude is a Canadian composer of concert band, choral, chamber, and film and television music, as well as a
conductor, performer, recording artist, and band clinician. A native of Calgary, Alberta, Sam was educated in music from a young
age, starting piano lessons at age five. However, it wasn’t until he was given an alto saxophone in junior high that he became
passionate about music. From that point on, he immersed himself in the band world, playing in various concert and jazz bands,
including the AIBF Honour band and the University of Alberta Honour band. Not limited to the saxophone, however, Sam also
began to gain proficiency on other instruments; by the time he graduated high school he could play every instrument in the concert
band roster.

Sam went on to study classical saxophone performance at the King’s University in Edmonton, where he also studied conducting,
orchestration, and composition. In 2021, he published his first work for concert band – an arrangement of the Spanish Christmas
carol Riu Riu Chiu. In 2022, he won the Howard Cable Memorial Prize in Composition with his original work for concert band:
King Arthur’s Ride. Sam currently resides in Rochester, New York, where he attends the Eastman School of Music, completing a
Master of Music in film composition.
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Samuel VanderWoude

King Arthur’s Ride is inspired by the Arthurian legends, found in old English folklore. The piece begins with
the heraldry and fanfare of the court at Camelot and the Knights of the Round Table. Soon, however, the
sounds of the court fade off into the distance, drowned out by the thundering hooves of galloping horses, as
the heroic knights ride off on a quest. The mighty crash of battle punctuates the heroic theme representing
the great warriors. Yet the climax of the piece – the goal of the quest – is not bombastic but serene and
heartfelt. Perhaps this is the story of the sword in the stone, showing Arthur’s journey from a lowly squire to
the King of England. Or maybe it is the love story of King Arthur and Queen Guinevere. Or it could be a
story that has yet to be told. I leave it up to the imagination of everyone who comes along for the ride.

When a mentor of mine suggested that I write and submit a piece of high school band music for the Howard
Cable Memorial Prize in composition, I was enthusiastic but unsure of where to begin. After several
unsuccessful starts, I settled on the idea of writing the kind of music I enjoyed playing when I was in high
school. Music that was fun to play and had memorable melodies and themes, yet at the same time substantive
and challenging. But above all, I wanted to write a piece of music that told a story and stimulated the
imagination. And so, King Arthur’s Ride was born.
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