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George Frederic Handel

Handel’s Op. 4 is not only the first and best known set of organ concertos ever published but it established a
genre. These works, classified as the English Organ Concertos, were written for a small theatre organ and 
chamber orchestra to play in the intermissions between acts of oratorios or other larger works. They were 
also performed on church organs at special events or services as well as in the bandstands of the Pleasure 
Gardens of London, England.

 This Concerto may have been written to play during the intervals of Alexander’s Feast at Covent Garden. 
There is some scholarly debate as to whether this work was even actually performed as a Harp concerto 
rather than for a small organ.

 This is an ideal work to feature an organist on a quintet and organ concert or recital. The organ part is fairly 
technical but not too difficult and most parts fall under the fingers quite nicely. The Trumpet 1 part should be
played on B-flat Piccolo Trumpet or E-flat Trumpet to maintain a lighter sound in the upper register.
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