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Parade of the Emperor is a perfect introductory piece into ensemble music. Not only does it primarily use
the first six notes learned in most method books, but it focuses on using simple rhythms, a moderate tempo,
and a repetitive and memorable melody that every member of the ensemble has the opportunity to play. It is
also a great opportunity to introduce students to dynamic contrast, slurs and accents, and polyrhythmic
texture.

The main melody is made up of a minor pentatonic scale, much like traditional music of the Orient. A great
teachable moment to introduce students to various types of scales used when composing.

The entire piece is meant to be played with a light accented feel, as marked in the ‘Energetic’ tempo marking.
Throughout the piece, have performers play with a slightly harder tongue when articulating. Make sure it’s
not too heavy though, as it is important to have the accent notes stand out above the rest.

Another musical aspect to focus on is when beginners are playing slurs. Sometimes students have a tendency
to clip the note at the end of a slur, almost like a hiccup. It is important that performers find an appropriate
place to breathe so that they are keeping these notes as smooth as the rest of the notes in the slur.Prev
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