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READING FRET BOARDS
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D7 Am9Chord symbol

Fret where the 
chord is placed

Either mute or do not 
strum string

x xx

Strum string without 
pressing a fret (open)

Where to place 
fingers

Nut (beginning of 
guitar neck)

Strings - low (left) 
to high (right)

Frets

Strings - low (left) 
to high (right)

Strumming patterns

& Û Û ‰ JÛ ‰ JÛ
Dm7 Dm6 Dm7 ‰ .Û Û ÛDm6

& S y y y S y y y
Cm7

y y y S y S y y
G7

Strum quarter notes only; light, stacatto on beats 1 and 3; accent on beats 2 and 4
Swing or Shuffle

used in latin styles such as bossa nova (slow) or samba (fast)
Partito Alto (Latin)

push wah pedal to the beat of the song; slashes indicate a strum; xs indicate a mute
Funk or Disco (with wah Pedal)


