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Traditional

THE WORK:  Thomas Augustine Arne (1710-1778) was born and raised in London, England at composed 
the music to this piece in 1741. There is a dispute as to who wrote the words, either David Mallet or James 
Thomson. Rule Britannia, the “celebrated Ode in Honour of Great-Britain”, was written in commemoration 
of the accession of the House of Hanover. This piece was published as an addition to The Music in the 
Judgment of Paris and the words of Rule Britannia were published in the libretto of Alfred: A Masque.

 THE TRANSCRIPTION: The theme is passed throughout the ensemble and style and length of note should
be matched carefully. The triplets in the two alto parts from m. 39 to the end may be articulated if the players
wish. A stately and regal tempo should be selected (although none is indicated)  to allow the more technical 
flourishes to not sound hurried.
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