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THE WORK:

Lyric Essay is written in a neo-romantic style. It is a slow, reflective work with much opportunity for musical
expression.

NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR:

Throughout this work stress a sense of flowing line and sustained playing. At bars 35 and 36, the triplets in
the trumpets and saxophones, as well as the descending line in the third trumpet and horns, should be heard
in addition to the melody. Careful balancing of all these melodic and rhythmic gestures is very important. At
bars 37 and 38, the descending and ascending line in the first and second trumpets must also be heard against
the principal melody, along with the syncopation in the third trumpet and horns. At bars 43 to 46, the chord
structure in the horns, trombones and tuba should sound rich, balanced and in tune. At bar 47 a full, singing,
resonant sound from the clarinets is very desirable.
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Symphony Orchestra as well as overseeing four other All-City instrumental ensembles.
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of Composers and an Associate Composer with the Canadian Music Centre. In 1977, Coakley received the Distinguished Service
to Education Award from the State University of New York; and in 1995 he received the Anson Taylor Award for excellence in
teaching from the Scarborough Board of Education.
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